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O F F I C I A L

TEC’s Dam Safety Data Team Meets Lt. Gen. Flowers

Since 1998, TEC has been promoting the National Inventory of Dams (www.tec.army.mil/nid) and working with state and federal participants at the annual Association of State Dam Safety Officials Dam Safety Conferences.  This year’s conference, Sept. 9-11 in Tampa, Fla., included an opening session presentation by Lt. Gen. Flowers.  The Chief also visited the Corps’ (TEC/Jacksonville District) booth in the exhibit hall (see picture below) and later shared lunch with some 65 Corps of Engineers representatives at the conference.
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From left to right:  Charlie Baldi (CECW-E), General Flowers, Becky Ragon and Tony Niles (CEERD-TR-A).  Ken Brooker, the third member of the TEC Dam Safety Data Team, is not pictured.

Note to all Corps employees:  Always have your USACE permission slip on hand and your 30-second commercial ready because you never know when Lt. Gen. Flowers will ask you in front of 600 people, “Becky Ragon, what is your 30-second commercial?”  

P.S:  Many in attendance approached Becky afterwards and remarked on the “great job she’d done in answering the Chief”.  They also stated how glad they were that Lt. Gen. Flowers had picked her and not them!  Good job Becky!

Sept. 11 Spiritual Message


Several TEC members have requested a copy of the spiritual message delivered by Mike Collins, TR-R, during the Sept. 11 Commemoration Ceremony.  The text is attached below.
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Dr. Photios Papados



GS-M


Aug. 11

Julie Kolakwoski



TS-C


Aug. 26

Patrik Pioli
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Sept. 8
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Losing Org.

Date
Matt Klink




MVK-CT

Oct. 4
Handling Calls from the Media


When you receive calls from media representatives (local reporters, technical, trade, or general news media), please refer the caller to the Public Affairs Office (PAO) before responding to any questions.  PAO will work with you, the reporter, and our command staff to determine how TEC as an organization can best respond.  PAO will arrange an interview between you and the reporter if appropriate, and will answer any follow-up calls.  This procedure will help TEC personnel prepare properly for answering media questions.


The intention of this request is not to restrict anyone’s freedom to speak to the press.  It will, however, ensure all concerned, when speaking as representatives of TEC, have the big picture and a complete background on the issue at hand.  It also ensures the coordination with our executive staff, who are ultimately responsible for the image portrayed by TEC to the press.

Bulletin Publication Change


With the establishment of an ERDC-wide Information Bulletin, which will be published every 2 weeks, individual site Bulletins will now be published in the “off” weeks. Please keep this in mind when submitting articles and information for the site Bulletin. The next Alexandria Site Information Bulletin will be published on Oct. 3.

Commander’s Mailbox

ERDC team members are reminded that an electronic mailbox has been established to allow employees to send questions and/or comments to the Commander.  If an employee wishes to remain anonymous, his or her name will be deleted from the question before it is forwarded to the Commander for comment.  Employees’ questions will be answered via return e-mail.  Answers to anonymous and frequently asked questions will be posted in the Employee Information Bulletin.

The address in Outlook is, “ERDC Commander.”  Again, all information is kept strictly confidential and all questions are addressed directly by the Commander. 

FOR THE DIRECTOR

JACKIE L. BRYANT

Public Affairs Office

U N O F F I C I A L

Order Ornaments Early 
Unbelievable But True!  

The Civitan Club of Fairfax now has the new White House Christmas Ornaments in stock and for sale ($16).  It’s not too soon to take advantage of their availability.  

For more information, contact Joni Jarrett at 428-6802 or ICOM 2543.
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When I was asked to contribute a spiritual moment for this occasion, I was both honored and humbled, but it is difficult to talk about matters of faith to a group of diverse backgrounds, lest I offend someone who has a right to hold a different belief .  


In the work environment, it is safer to keep matters of faith, religion and spirituality private.  Yet one year ago today, a call went out here at TEC; a request to gather for a time of prayer.  Not to any particular creed or religion, no specific denomination or sect.  The call simply asked for people of faith to gather together in that moment of confusion and anxiety, and several did, even though the government had already released its employees.  


So how does a group of people, probably of different religious beliefs, unite in prayer?  What common creed facilitates such action?  We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. 


You might recognize Jefferson’s words from our Declaration of Independence; a document that still guides this nation’s spirit.  The ideal that each of us has divine rights; worth bestowed by our Creator, is as true for us today as it was for our nation’s founders 227 years ago.  But one question nags at us as we look back on the suffering, the pain, the anguish, the anger, and the fear of 9/11.  Where was this Creator when those evil acts rocked this nation and dropped us to our knees?  On the surface it may be hard to recognize, but He was there.


He was in the hearts of the courageous men and women who rushed into peril, risking and sacrificing their own safety to try to rescue others.  He was with the weak, who thought they did not have the strength to endure the grueling escape through burning debris and the suffocating smoke.  He was with the strong, encouraging them to give aid to those who needed it even though they themselves were still in danger.  He is in the signs of hope.  He is in each of us, helping steel our resolve to overcome this tragedy.


This sense of creation provides commonality in us all.  Each of us has engrained in our spirit a sense of right and wrong, and we recognize the heinous deeds of 9/11 as evil acts of hatred.  But in our heart of hearts we know that repaying evil with evil is not a means to an end.  Hatred cannot overcome hatred.  That is why our response to these horrid acts; as individuals, as communities and as a nation, must not be motivated by a thirst for revenge or retribution.  We must seek a higher purpose.  After the events of 9/11, there was a groundswell in the use of the phrase “God Bless America.”  This is a good and worthy prayer, but as our nation rises from the calamity of one year ago, we need to also consider that we, America should Bless God. 


I’d like to read a poem that our pastor shared last Sunday.  It began circulating on the internet shortly after 9/11.  Today it has many versions, testimony to the contributions of more than the original author.  


What a Difference a Day Makes


On Monday we had families; On Tuesday we had orphans 


On Monday we went to work as usual; On Tuesday some of us died


On Monday we thought that we were secure; On Tuesday we learned better 


On Monday we talked about athletes as heroes; On Tuesday we relearned about heroes 


On Monday we were irritated that our rebate checks had not arrived; On Tuesday we gave our money away to help people we had never met


On Monday the President went to Florida to read to children;
On Tuesday he returned to Washington to protect our children 


On Monday we fought about prayer in schools;
On Tuesday you would have been hard pressed to find a school where someone was not praying 


On Monday people argued with their kids about picking up their room; On Tuesday people couldn’t get home fast enough to hold them 


On Monday we debated keeping the 10 commandments on government property; On Tuesday we prayed 'God help us all' while thinking 'Thou shall not kill' 


On Monday people were upset that they had to wait 6 minutes in a fast food drive through line;  On Tuesday people didn't care about waiting up to 6 hours to donate their blood 


On Monday there were people trying to separate each other by race, sex, color and creed; On Tuesday they were all holding hands 


On Monday we were men or women, black or white, old or young, rich or poor, gay or straight, republican or democrat;
On Tuesday we were all Americans               -Author Unknown


We will never forget those lost on September 11, 2001.  But we can best honor them by living our lives according to the principles and priorities we have rediscovered as a result of their sacrifice.


