Line-of-Sight

Technical Working Group
Summary of the US Army ERDC-TEC sponsored 

Line of Sight Technical Working Group Spring Meeting 

28 July 2004

The meeting began at 0830 in Conference Room 1 of the US Army Corps of Engineers’ Topographic Engineering Center.

Attendees of the meeting represented the Army, Navy, Air Force, Joint Forces, NGA, academia, and commercial firms.

After welcoming everyone to the meeting Ray Caputo gave the group background information on the LOS TWG, the goals of the group, the charter & mission statement and the LOS web page (http://www.tec.army.mil/research/programs/LOS).

Guy Schiavone - University of Central Florida spoke about his “GPU accelerated Intervisibility & correlation with OneSAF Testbed” work
Toolkit for Intelligent Combat Planning and Simulation (TINCOPS) a phase 1 SBIR from TEC had was presented by Amber Lo of Knowledge Based Systems, Inc. 

MAJ Donovan Phillips of TRAC-Monterey then presented a brief on “Probability of Line of Sight in Urban terrain”.

Danny Champion of TRAC-WSMR spoke about the continuing creation of the “LOS Compendium”  (This document has been established to identify LOS algorithms that are currently being used, determine which should be established as a standard for comparison purposes, educate users about how the different algorithms differ from each other and their appropriate uses).  (http://www.tec.army.mil/operations/programs/LOS/LOS%20Compendium.doc)

After a lunch break the group resumed the meeting with Ray Caputo speaking about “LOS Survey results” that were compiled from a survey that TEC sent out, to Soldiers “in the field: using LOS, back in February of 2004.

Followed by a brief on “Thoughts on SRTM and Permissible Shortcuts in the LOS/Viewshed Algorithm” by Dr. Peter Guth of the US Naval Academy 

SSgt Christopher Wheeler of the U.S. Air Force presented to the group the work he is involved for “Radar coverage LOS for air traffic controllers” which ended the presentation portion of the agenda.  

During the half hour “meeting wrap up” discussion, Ray Caputo showed and read an e-mail that he received from LOS TWG member John Taylor of Acquis Defence Systems (John was formally with the UK's Royal School of Military Survey).  He is looking for comments on or leads to relevant research by us, the LOS TWG community, on his current research project "approaches to bringing elevation data into Oracle for subsequent spatial analysis".  Ray sent out an e-mail on this subject on 27 July 2004.
The meeting was adjourned after “meeting wrap up”.

Many members of the LOS TWG Technical Subgroup stayed to talk after the meeting.  

All presentation and meeting information that can be posted to the Line of Sight Technical 

Working Groups web page on the Topographic Engineering Centers website will be posted by the end of the first week of August 2004.
Tentative Summer 2004 meeting agenda topics

· Welcome, Introduction

· Compendium update

· Calculating the probabilities of line of sight in urbanized terrain


· SRT2 data
· Meeting “wrap up” discussion 

· Meeting adjourned / Technical Subgroup gathering

The next Line of Sight Technical Working Group Meeting is scheduled for July 28th 2004 at the US Army Corps of Engineers Topographic Engineering Center in Alexandria, VA

Tasks assigned at the meeting:

D. Champion -
Continue to put together the LOS compendium as new entries come in

R. Caputo-

* Update LOS web page by posting Summer meeting briefs

* Post latest LOS compendium to LOS web page

For more information contact Line of Sight Technical Working Group Chairperson:

Ray Caputo/CEERD-TO-G/703-428-6784

                                                    
raymond.g.caputo@erdc.usace.army.mil






